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I. Introduction  
 
Plants play a major role in every ecosystem found throughout the Commonwealth by providing food and 
influencing habitat factors, such as temperature, water quality, and air quality.  One key way to enhance or 
improve ecosystem function and viability of forested habitats is the use of supplemental planting of native trees, 
shrubs, grasses and forbs.   Plants that were historically native to Pennsylvania prior to European colonization 
are better adapted to local climates and therefore require less water, fertilizer, and management.  This saves 
money, time and can help decrease pollution because of the reduced need for mowers and other equipment.  
Native plants also offer high quality, essential food and cover for wildlife.   
 
¢ƘŜ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ CƻǊŜǎǘǊȅΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘΩǎ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƛƭŘ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ  While 
planning and carrying out any type of activity on state forest lands where seeding or planting is necessary, the 
Bureau is committed to planting native species as much as possible.  In 2019 the Bureau of Forestry had more 
than 300 acres of openings planted in either native or native/non-native seed mixes and we hope to continue to 
increase that number.  As a leader in conservation in Pennsylvania, the Bureau of Forestry should serve as a 
leader in the use of native plants in all management projects and set an example to all citizens of the 
Commonwealth. 

 

 
 Native seed mix planted at site of new bridge construction, Michaux State Forest. 


